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Accepted: September, 2026 variation of its meanings depending on the grammatical, syntactic, and
Available online: September, 28, 2026 rhetorical context, as its usage is not limited to interrogation or negation as
Keywords: Semantic analysis; Qur’anic commonly understood, but varies among relative (mawsdalah), negative
linguistics; Multifunctionality; Quranic (nafiyah), restrictive/preventive (kaffah), infinitive (masdariyyah), and other
Linguistic semantic functions. The study adopted a qualitative descriptive-analytical

method by collecting data through library research, referencing the Qur’anic
text, authoritative books of tafsir, and relevant linguistic references, followed
by a contextual semantic analysis. The study concluded that the word “L”
occurred thirty-two times in the Surah, distributed across four main types,
with notable diversity in its semantic implications, such as specification,
emphasis, generalization, refutation, restriction, and indication of falsehood.
The results showed that “L” is not merely a grammatical tool, but an effective
semantic element that contributes to constructing and directing Qur’anic
meaning, reflecting the precision of lexical choice in the Qur'anic text. This
study contributes to deepening the semantic understanding of the verses and
opening new horizons in analyzing multifunctional words in Qur’anic studies.

1. Introduction

The study of vocabulary in the Holy Qur’an serves as an essential gateway to understanding the
precision of Qur'anic expression and the depth of its meanings(Zulkifli et al., 2025) . The Arabic
language is built upon a precise system in which word functions vary according to context, as words
are divided into nouns, verbs, and particles, each possessing its own characteristics and functions(Al
Farisi, 2023) . Among the words whose semantic importance stands out is the word “\”, a term
frequently recurring in Arabic and Qur’anic usage(Qassem, 2022) . It can function as a noun or a
particle, and its functions vary among interrogation, negation, condition, relative clause, infinitive,
and others(Alhazmi et al., 2025). This functional multiplicity makes it a prominent model for
studying the relationship between linguistic form and meaning within the framework of
semantics(Riyadi et al., 2025) .
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This research stems from the perspective of semantics, which studies meaning in its usage
context, not merely within its abstract lexical boundaries(Almjlad, 2025) . A single word may convey
multiple meanings depending on the syntactic and rhetorical context, and a change in its position
within a sentence may lead to a noticeable shift in directing the meaning(Chamidah et al., 2023) .
Hence arises the importance of conducting an analytical semantic study of the word “WL"” to uncover
the fine nuances of its meanings, especially since some scholars restrict its understanding to
interrogation or negation, whereas its usages in the Qur'an are broader and deeper than that
(Hamoudi 2025).

Surah Al-Ankabut was selected as the field for this study due to its thematic diversity covering
issues of faith, trials, and the conditions of previous nations, in addition to the frequent occurrence
of the word “L” in it, reaching thirty-two instances(2019, 3l»»31) . This relative repetition provides a
wider scope to analyze usage patterns and discover their various semantic dimensions(Al-
Tarawneh, 2025) . Furthermore, the diversity of contexts in the Surah makes the study of “L” a
means to understand the impact of semantic shift in directing the overall meaning of the
verses(2025, J<) .

This research is not limited to abstract linguistic analysis, but also relies on authoritative books
of tafsir concerned with explaining the historical and rhetorical context of the verses, such as Tafsir
al-Tabari, Tafsir al-Qurtubi, and Tafsir al-Kashshaf, due to their role in clarifying fine differences in
meaning and linking them to the objectives of Qur’anic discourse (Al-Qurtubi 1999). Semantic
analysis is completed by referencing tafsir, as Qur’anic meaning is formed through the interaction
of linguistic structure with the general context of the text, preventing the researcher from falling
into partial or superficial interpretation.

Accordingly, this research seeks to uncover the semantic differences of the word “WL” in Surah
Al-Ankabut and clarify its impact on constructing Qur’anic meaning(Haswa et al., 2022) . It also aims
to contribute to developing a semantic approach more aware of the precision of word choice in the
Holy Qur’an, highlighting the flexibility and expressive richness of the Arabic language(Aidila et al.,
2024) . The results of this study are expected to deepen the linguistic understanding of the Qur’anic
text and open new horizons in Qur’anic studies concerned with analyzing multifunctional words.

2. Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing library research as
the methodological design of the study(Poth & Shannon-Baker, 2022) . This method aims to analyze
linguistic phenomena through authoritative texts and scientific references. The subject of the
research is the word “L” occurring in Surah Al-Ankabut—a Surah located at the end of the
twentieth Juz and the beginning of the twenty-first Juz of the Holy Qur'an—where the instances of
the word “W” reached thirty-two locations, representing the primary unit of analysis in this
research.

Data were collected from reliable written sources, including the Qur’anic text, selected books of
tafsir, and relevant linguistic and semantic references. The study relied on exegeses that focus on
the linguistic and contextual aspects of the verses to support semantic analysis and avoid
fragmented or inaccurate understanding of the Qur’anic meaning. All data related to the word “L”
in Surah Al-Ankabut were gathered and organized according to their positions in the verses in
preparation for the analysis phase.

As for data analysis, it was conducted using contextual semantic analysis, by classifying the
types of the word “L” and linking their meanings to the context and linguistic structure of the
verse. The impact of variations in the semantic indication of the word “WL” on directing the general
meaning and interpretation of the verses was also taken into account. This analytical method
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contributed to revealing the diversity of meanings and semantic functions of the word “WL” in Surah
Al-Ankabut, formulating the results systematically in accordance with the research objectives.

3. Results

The results of this study show that the word “W” occurred in Surah Al-Ankabut thirty-two (32)
times(Zulfikar et al., 2024) . varying in type and semantic meaning according to the grammatical
and contextual framework of the verses. These occurrences were categorized and analyzed using
the semantic approach alongside authoritative tafsir sources, enabling the researcher to uncover
the usage patterns of “L” and its role in shaping Qur’anic meaning.

In terms of types, it was found that the word “L” in Surah Al-Ankabut is divided into several
main categories: Relative L (Mawsutlah), Negative W (Nafiyah), Infinitive L (Masdariyyah), and
Restrictive/Preventive L (Kaffah). Negative L was the most frequent, indicating the dominance of
negation, rebuke, and denunciation within the Surah’s context, particularly in verses addressing
issues of creed, resurrection, human responsibility, and the inability of polytheists to escape Allah’s
power.

Semantically, the word “L” contributed to expanding and enriching the Qur’anic meaning,
performing various semantic roles such as generalization, specification, emphasis, restriction,
indication of falsehood, and refutation. This semantic diversity reveals that the use of “L” is not
merely a grammatical element, but an effective semantic tool contributing to establishing
theological and ethical messages in Surah Al-Ankabut, especially regarding monotheism,
retribution, and divine justice.

Based on this semantic analysis, the extracted data can be presented in a table clarifying the
occurrences of “L” in Surah Al-Ankabut, its types, and the meanings it conveyed according to
context, as shown in Table 1 below.

Table .1 Types and Meanings of the Word “L” in Surah Al-Ankabut

No. “l” in Surah Al-Ankabut / Verse Verse No. Types of “L” Meaning of “l”
2 Bohedd o WBLEN Holass fpddl Caus A i
| ELe Beadd Of QA Oslass (2 ) 4 Relative Lo Emphasis
O9S3s s (Mawsiilah)

Explanation: Semantically, this "Ww" conveys the emphasis of censure and strengthens the sense of rebuke, as it
highlights the severe abhorrence of their judgment and confirms the invalidity of their belief (Al-Qurtubi 1999).

o 35"‘J l z’! w Jalz La:éé NE ERVT) Preventive b
2 L}}"JGJ\ 6 (Kaffah) & Infinitive Specification
L (Masdariyyah)

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys specification, emphasizing that the benefit of striving returns solely to the
striver himself and not to Allah Almighty, thereby reinforcing the principle of individual reward (Ali 2025).

_inJJ Jaals Ol3 [C9AES 4.»..).!\5) QL«J}H o3

3| Saass o) gl 36 fe o ol G 8 Relative Le Falsehood
0% o3 ’u—ﬁ’ (Mawsdlah)
uj.L’A.u ‘Q.Ms Lo..)

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys an Imp/ICIt meaning indicating the falsehood of polytheism and idol
worship, which have no foundation in know/edge (Al-Alwani 2016).

A8 313815 o) Tt S35 OLas)l 633

4 (‘S""’ 254 dl Lo..@.’.b.)“ S5 ‘o.l.c 4 ) qu LA 8 ReIativ_eLA Generalization
0% o3 ’wv (Mawsdlah)
uj.L'A.u ‘Q.Ms Lo..)

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys genera//zation and inclusiveness, encompassing all deeds without
exception, whether apparent or hidden. It affirms Allah's complete knowledge of all actions and establishes the
principle of just recompense based on absolute knowledge (Al-Tabari 2001).

5 | 3 Q;égi 136 4oL GaT U}é-} oo Bl (e | 10 ‘ Relative | Generalization
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or s 2 (s Al u\J.aS uﬂu‘ a8 Jax (Mawsalah)
8 W ql2l 4l oyl @i;zbSoujﬁ.ﬁpb
Galals el el

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys generalization, indicating that Allah's knowledge encompasses everything
within hearts, both outer and inner (Al-Tabari 2001).

L..l.«.uu |5ié| lgal uJ«Js.U 19388 cpddl UG
6 oo ("Abu“-" S (thelo (@’ =3 (:SULE-;' M' 12 Negative b (Nafiyah) Refutation
uy.)&j ‘o..@.l‘ ;

Explanation: Semantically, this "\W" conveys refutation, confirming the falsity of their claim to bear the sins of others. It
highlights the principle of individua/ responsibi/ity, that every person bears their own sin (Al-Qurtubi 1999).

a5 Hllads wgEl a5 U aPWT Hlasy i
UJ MJ >y NJ M 13 Relative Lo Generalization

7
OH9 ks \yﬁ&ig&l};})l (Mawsdlah)

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys generalization, encompassing all the fabrications and falsehoods they
invented. It affirms the comprehensiveness of accountability on the Day of Resurrection for all forms of lies and
deviation without exception (Al-Qurtubi 1999).

:)L &9; [)3_:”:.1;,3 bl.)gl Ll uga R ug..\,uu Lul

B}, & Oexhas ¥ Ul 093 2ad apddl -
8 J)A"&) O 093 e 09 uJ 17 Prev?ntlveb Emphasis
‘«l’ ‘wiwb 03.3..«&\3 (3_)).” Al Jis |5,\»L9 (Kaffah)
Ogaz 553

Explanation: Semantically, this "Ww" conveys emphasis as it clarifies that their worship is truly futile and restricted to
inanimate objects they deem deities comp/etely negating the claim of any power other than Allah (Al-Tabari 2001).

Z_3

PR 4 l OIS Jas |y..\5.> ulj

° bl BN Y| Ul

18 Negative b (Nafiyah) Restriction

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys restriction through negation and exception, limiting the Messenger's duty
to clear notification only. It emphasizes that guidance and misguidance are in Allah's hands, while responsibility for
acceptance rests with the addressees (Al-Tabari 2001 ).

‘SJ B3 claid! 3 Y3 u@))’l 3 Oy (.wl a3

10
2025 95 3 0 A1 093 3

22 Negative L (Nafiyah) Refutation

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys refutation, negating human capability to escape Allah or frustrate Him in
the earth or the heavens. It carries refutation and warning to whoever thinks escape from His power is possible (Al-
Qurtubi 1999).

&I a5 sldl 3 Y5 (o1 & ppmidy ol a3

11 Taf- 2t- TR w
S V5 {19 (e dl 993 45

22 Negative b (Nafiyah) Restriction

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys restriction by reinforcing the message of monotheism and explaining
humanity" s absolute reliance on Allah alone (Al-Qurtubi 1999).

oﬁs“ 3 o}hﬂ 196 ol Y] 403 Ol3x OF L

2| gk o3al T S (3 O S 7ye il BB

24 Negative L (Nafiyah) Restriction

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys restriction through negation and exception, limiting their response strictly
to violence. It highlights their inability to present a rational argument, exposing their weak position against
monotheism (AI Zuhayli 2003)

Lg 350 53}0 bbjl 4.1.\‘ ugsu.o(w..bul Lu| Jlsg
(&.@5 uuall 253 &% l:uJJ\ Lodl i
13 | & 3455 4 f32 @ 2 25 Preventive Le Restriction
‘6) Gy S0 Sialey Lass Shis u;b (Kaffah)
Y

Explanation: Semantically, this "WL" conveys restr/ct/on, limiting their taking of idols to worldly motives such as mutual
affection. It highlights the fragility of their worship's foundation and negates any reality to those idols' divinity (Al-

Zuhayli 2003).
éMB’}ZG 4.1\‘ ugsun(oi Lu| Jlsg

sl

sk (Suak 35 asball ay a8 B susll

14 25 Negative b (Nafiyah) Emphasis
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or ST ey SN Sislas Lz Kbz ks

&prob

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys emphasis along with warning that worldly ties prompting idol worship will
truly perish in the Hereafter and no one will be able to help or save them (Al-Zuhayli 2003).

5r b &1 &3 o5 “’L9|Uo
‘oS.aM L g p&‘u}ﬂld 3 5)3 )8

> el 55 95T 50 (g

Negative b (Nafiyah) Emphasis

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys emphatic negation, denying the occurrence of this deed by anyone before
them. It emphasizes the heinousness of their act and underscores its uniqueness in moral condemnation (Al-Qurtubi
1999).

033‘53 JMJ! uthuﬁ e Sl &
16 Lﬁ‘ NERBE 53 Ol OF ed M\ p&:ob 29 Negative o (Nafiyah) Restriction
u«Q.)L,aJ\ 8% g,us U‘ 4.0‘ u\.).;u

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys restriction through negation and exception, limiting their response to
defiance and demanding punishment. It highlights their stubbornness and inability to offer argument against truth (Al-
Tabari 2001).

ly sleldl ()3 52, G581 odob Ja L,ls els b Infinitive L

PSS 34 Generalization

17
O 92us 13;6 (Masdariyyah)

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys causality with generalization, indicating that punishment descended due
to all their transgression. It affirms divine justice where retribution connects directly to deeds (Al-Qurtubi 1999).

egh phils Al Oliley O3e595 Gajls

18 2 F AT &z ot e %
Gl 1938 89 (2331 § 1978l LWL

39 Negative b (Nafiyah) Refutation

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys refutation, emphasizing that Karun, Pharaoh, and Haman, despite their
great power and arrogance, could not escape Allah’ s power and decree (Al-Uthaymeen 2015).

Mbwwal gV p.@fwséw.b b»l)’&s
4.) Ghas @ ‘o.@.w A:U.«,aJl AN (.;.@M
19 S o2 5 % g oz o ) 40 Negative b (Nafiyah) Restriction
N&.lb.«j Xl 58 g hsj.cl UA ‘o.@uog ua))’l

Oohllss pgaisl 156 S5

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys restriction, refuting any possibility of injustice from Allah and attributing
wrongdorng solely to human actions (A/ Uthaymeen 2015)

4393 3 b s dul ) i
3-2:3 ;st of 299 02 u}c Plu U 42 Relative Le Generalization

(Sl 33501 (Mawslah)

20

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys generalization and inclusiveness, covering all their worshipped objects
without exception. Choosing "W" highlights that these things lack divine reality, reinforcing monotheism (Al-Zuhayli
2003).

[ 5o Il (gass g el g3 45 GRS el 43 | Negative Lo (Nafiyah) | Restriction

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys restriction through negation and exception, limiting comprehension of
parables to people of knowledge alone. It stresses the value of knowledge in understanding Qur'anic meanings (Ali
2025).

A u\ YA ﬁsl_g ULS.H oo d.Jl L?ﬁ‘ A L}Jl

22 dlls j(fl o )5.\.]3 Mlg cl.léuﬂ\ OF QRS 45 (i/(le:/:is\:;all:) Generalization
’. 35 0 & LO (QJ\;; ?

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys generalization, understood as the broad scope of what is recited—all
revelation sent down without restriction to a specific verse (Al-Zuhayli 2003).

o)l.«,aJ\ u\ YA ﬁsl_g ULS.H oe d.Jl L?ﬁ‘ A L}Jl

23 I3 j(fl o )5.\.]3 ,imJlg c.LwauzJ\ O (RS 45 Relativ_e Lo Generalization
sz 0 d(. se- (Mawsdlah)
Og2a L play

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys generalization, encompassing all human deeds without exception,
whether open or secret, major or minor (Al-Zuhayli 2003).

24 | uLSJ\ ML’J@T zxg:ll:e QL‘S)\ ELd) UJ}T &l i3 | 47 ‘ Negative b (Nafiyah) | Restriction
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Mw@uﬂywﬁb—ﬂws“uwy
03)_9&1\ }]l Gs6h

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys restriction via negation and exception, confining denial strictly to
disbelievers without leaving possibility for others (Al-Zuhayli 2003).

%wﬁguwwwwWJuj

25 Y i ubJ)l b\ 48 Negative b (Nafiyah) Emphasis

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys emphasis on the purity of revelation, closing the door to accusations that
the Qur'an was copied or learned from earlier scriptures (Al-Uthaymeen 2015).

e aladl 19391 Gl G5 &6T 50
2 9 plaj 5—‘5 o Jﬁwjuz‘ 3“ L”bbﬁ"f %Lj 49 Negative b (Nafiyah) Restriction

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys restriction, decisively confirming that all forms of denial of Allah's verses

stem sole/y from Wrongdoers (A/ -Zuhayli 2003).
1 3] s 6T ade Ul Yol 14085 i
= )) "'Lg uﬁ S , dﬁ 3131 55 50 Preventlveln Restriction
..U Gi Lu\g Al Je (Kaffah)

27

Explanation: Semantically, this ”lA” conveys restriction, demonstrating that the authority to send signs belongs to
Allah alone, respondlng to claims that the Prophet could send signs of his own accord (Al-Qurtubi 1999).

& Lu\ 05 455 on ub‘ 41.13- dy‘ Vgl 1963 50 Preventive b
500 Gi l.m\j L Je (Kaffah)

28 Restriction

Explanation: Semantically, this ”Lo " conveys restriction, limiting the Prophet's mission to delivering warnings without
power to bring miracles according to human desires (A/ Qurtubi 1999).

Lgbélﬁ\w@ilﬁ’ '”4.0\4005‘_)9 ative Le
29 193253 dbwb |yuo| u)JJ\j ua_)))‘j u\leMM 52 Re atlv_e Generalization

(Mawsilah)
Dol 6 Sl by

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys generalization, referring to the vastness of Allah's knowledge covering all
creatures and phenomena visible and hidden (Al Tabari 2001).

| 131 l.fu.’: 293 i
30 M'b) w 025 p@-‘i}‘i uf u M ___ 55 Relatlv_e L Generalization
U}LAAJ ‘o:«,S s |533; (Mawsdlah)

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys genera//zat/on, encompassing all evil actions committed by disbelievers,
from disbe/ief and injustice to arrogance against Allah (Al-Zuhayli 2003).
BT u|_9 g,adg 34 )’\ l.uJJl SN Lag ) L
JTox , 64 Negative L (Nafiyah Restriction
ujola.: \3;53) uly:dldb.lv})l & (Nafiyah)
Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys restriction, confining the reality of true life beyond this world, showing
that worldly life is merely amusement and play (Al Zahrani, 2019)

3 Ooalss G}&élwz":j @@T@\g’g&dﬁ; 66 Relative L
(Mawsdalah)

Explanation: Semantically, this "W" conveys generalization, including all of Allah's favors and gifts without restriction
to a specific type (Al-Zuhayli 2003).

31

Generalization

4. Conclusions

This study aimed to identify the types of “L” and analyze its meanings in Surah Al-Ankabut.
Based on the analysis conducted, the researcher reached several conclusions as follows.

First: In identifying the types of “L” in the verses of Surah Al-Ankabut, the researcher found four
types: “Negative W” (15 instances), “Relative W” (11 instances), “Preventive L” (5 instances), and
“Infinitive L” (2 instances). Among these, one verse (Verse 4) combined two types simultaneously:
Preventive “L” and Infinitive “L”.

Second: After determining their types, the researcher also found that each type of “\” carries
multiple meanings depending on the semantic context. These meanings include: Falsehood (1),
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Restriction (12), Emphasis (5), Generalization (10), Refutation (3), and Specification (1). All of these
are manifested in the sentence structure of the verses containing “k”, harmonizing within context
with various concepts of meaning—from grammatical meaning to contextual and broader semantic
nuances.

Accordingly, the findings of this research confirm that “L” in Surah Al-Ankabut plays an
important role in beautifying and enriching the meanings of its verses. This was achieved through
semantic analysis, applying its sub-disciplines, and referencing authoritative tafsir books to deepen
the explanation of those verses. It also reveals that some instances of “L” interlock in meaning with
others, imparting additional aesthetic beauty to the verses of Surah Al-Ankabut.
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